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On a dark stone slab sunken to the level of the soil, and placed 
near one of the doors of the church, is the tomb of one of the 
early clerks of Lancaster. The inscription is in these words : 

Here Lieth interred the Body of 

JOHN STEETHLEYJ Gent. 

who departed this life the 

8*^ Day of December, 1698, 

in 50*^ year of his Age. 



JOUENAL OF COL. JAMES GOEDON. 
{Continued from p, 112.) 
1760. 
January 1. We had a very agreeable company. 
2. All our company went away except Cous. Sam. Hening. 
Killed two hogs. Mr. C. & Nancy went to their plantation & 
•could not return for the rain. 

4. Mrs. Wormley & Miss Betty came with Col. Tayloe from 
Col. ChurchilFs. 

5. Went with my wife & Cous. Sam. Hening in our boat to 
Urbana to see my brother, who is unwell, had a good passage of 
about two hours — found him better than we expected. Dined 
there. Left Urbana about 3 o^cl. spoke the ^^Eose,^^ Capt. Curry, 
who had letters for me, but the wind blowed so hard I did not 
think best to go aboard. She had a 3 weeks passage. We had 
the wind, tide & rain against us — did not get home until 7 o^c. 
Soon after it snowed so fast my wife lost a little book that gave 
us some uneasiness. 

Jan. 7. Sent Aaron on board the "Eose^^ for my letters — only 
brought one. Cousin Sam Hening went on board to buy ser- 
Yants, but returned without buying. 

10. Mr. C. & Nancy went home. My wife & I went with them. 
May the Almighty direct them in this world of trouble. 

12. Went with my wife to see Mr. C. & N"ancy. They seem 
•comfortably settled. Blessed be our Great God. 

17. Eained & froze all day — trees loaded with ice. This 
seems to be winter indeed. Eeading & writing. 

t He was probably related to Capt. William Ball, as one of the lat- 
ter's sons appears to have been named for him. 
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23. Eode out with my wife to Beirs. 13 Latin scholars & 4. 
English. 

28. Aaron ran away that he might not be whipped. 

30. Walked out with Mr. Smith. Writing to Col. Hanson. 

Feb. 3. JSTancy came to see us yesterday — went home after 
dinner. 

9. Went with my wife & Mr. Criswell to draw the seine; we 
met in Eyck's Creek a school of Eock — brought up 260. Some 
very large — ^the finest haul I ever saw. Sent many of them 
among our neighbors. 

10. Went to church with my wife, but really the sermon was 
not worth hearing. 

11. Mr. V. came with goods from London & Whitehaven. 
Sowed oats in the apple orchard. 

12. Got all the goods up. [N'o damage has yet appeared. 

19. Went with my wife to the school & treated the boys to 
pancakes & cider. Got them play in the afternoon. Mr. Spann 
("Dickey"') & his wife came to our house. Sent our chair to 
Smith's for them. 

22. My wife went with Mr. & Mrs. Spann to Col. Conway's. 

23. Went to the store with Dr. Flood & dealt with him 
largely. 

24. Mr. Spann & his wife went to White Chapel Ch. but 
broke our chair near Mr. Chichester's & c'd not get any further. 
God was very gracious — none was much hurt. Jamey & Molly 
were with them. Judith (the maid), who was in behind, was 
most hurt. 

25. Mr. Stephenson came to acquaint me of the arrival of the 
"Woodford" in the Potomac from Antigua & the coast of Guinea. 
I have agreed to put 200 hhds in her. 

28. Went to Col. Conway's, but c'd not agree with him for his 
Tobo. which I thought very ungenerous, as I have for upwards 
of 20 years given him such a price. ISTothing so vile as man. 
As I can't be of his way of thinking in religion, he seems to 
take opportunity to hurt my interest. But, I endeavor to trust in 
God, that I may not fear what man can do unto me. 

March 1. Went to the Court of Claims — & met with a dis- 
agreeable company in the ordinary — Thos. Edwards the head of 
them. 

3. The planters are getting their Tobo. inspected as fast as 










Crest of Col. James Gordon's Family. 
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they can, as they seem alarmed with the news of the French 
farmers stopping payment — who buy most of the Tobacco. 

6. My brother & sister, Judith Churchill & little Hannah Gor- 
don came when we were at dinner. 

7. Mr. Isaac Smith came from Hanover — our friends all well 
there. Mr. Davies is expected in Va. next month. 

9. Mr. Criswell read us a fine sermon. 

10. Went to the C. H. Store with my wife & Sister Gordon. 
12. My sister Gordon & Judith C. went to Urbana in our boat, 

on hearing from Armistead Churchill that Mr. Churchill was 
very ill. Opened the Bristol goods. The glass broke very 
much. 

March 16. Snowed all day very fast; a very deep snow. More 
than we have had this year, when we tho^t winter was pretty 
well over. 

17. A vast quantity of snow has fallen. Writing all day — 
for I c^d not go out well. Our cattle will suffer, I^m afraid. 

19. Eobt. Hening came from Mr. Chichester's & told us he is 
very ill. We are now afraid of a fever falling into his hip & 
thigh. 

20. Wrote to Dr. Flood by Scipio. 

22. Left Mr. Chichester to come home with my wife, but met 
the Doctor near Mr. C's, & turned back with him. He thinks 
Mr. C's condition very dangerous. Agreed to send for Dr. Kob- 
ertson only as a surgeon. 

23. Dr. Eobertson came & agreed to attend Mr. C. as a sur- 
geon, he had been somewhat displeased for employing a negro 
doctor before him. 

24. My wife & I to Mr. C's as his thigh is to be laid open to- 
day; but Dr. Eobertson had performed it before we got there. 

27. My wife rode from the ship landing with me round the 
west point. 

28. Went with my wife, Molly & Betty to see Mr. C. & Kancy. 
He seemed more cheerful, & I hope in a good way of recovery. A 
ship from South Carolina went past Mr. C's. 

31. Making up goods all day for the Forest Store. Sent our 
people for corn to Indian Town & to Urbana for rum. 

April 2. Went to our General Muster. 

3. Went with my wife to see Mr. C. whose recovery is very 
much doubted. 
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4. Mr. Criswell set off for the ISTorthward in company with 
Mr. Smith. 

5. Strained my ankle yesterday. Drew off part of the hhd of 
rnm. 

6. My ankle pained me so much last night that I got very 
little rest. Am very much afraid of some disorder, the gout or 
rheumatism settling there. Bella, in the morning anointed it 
with the oil of turpentine & spirits of brandy, which eased it, & 
I got some sleep. 

April 7. Eested well last night. Thanks be to the Almighty 
God for his goodness to me who am so undeserving. 

8. This day is appointed for a public Thanksgiving to Al- 
mighty God for the success of our arms both by sea & land. 
But our Parson did not think proper to favor us with a sermon 
according to the Govr^s orders. 

10. Went to the C. H. Store where I met Mr. Isaac Smith. 
His horse died at Norning, as he was going to the Korthward 
with Mr. Criswell. He blames Col. Selden for imposing such a 
horse on him. 

12. Went over to see Mr. Chichester who don^t seem any 
better. He has wrote for Dr. Symor. 

13. Dr. Eobertson seems to neglect Mr. C. so that we sent for 
C. Lowry to bleed him, as^Dr. Flood had ordered. 

15. We are very uneasy that Dr. Symor don^t visit Mr. C. 

20. Shadrock let us know that Dr. Symor had come to his 
master^s. My wife & I set off before breakfast, got there about 
8 o^e. Dr. Symor ordered his thigh to be further laid open — 
gives us great encouragement & comfort above what the others 
did. 

24. Very uneasy about Barbee not coming for his orders to 
Williamsburg. 

25. A vessel came ashore about 10 o'cl. I went on board & 
ordered our boat to follow — sailed up in the ship & came to 
anchor off Urbana. A large ship from Liverpool came in to- 
day. The war in Europe is going on, great preparations making 
on both sides. 

27. My wife Hannah Churchill & Molly went to church over 
by the Ship-landing. 

28. Great complaint about the fly eating the plants. 
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29. Went aboard the ^^Woodford^^ — a fine ship, delivered the 
Capt. notes for about half his load — dined on board. 

May 6. I went over to Mr. Chichester's as there is some differ- 
ence about him among the Doctors, which we got pretty well 
settled. Heard the disagreeable news of Col. ChurchilFs dwell- 
ing house & almost all his goods being burnt. 

May 9. At home, settling my closet & drawing off rum. 

11. Mr. Chichester sent over early for us, as Dr. Symor was 
there. The conversation we heard from the Doctors was not 
agreeable. 

12. Writing to go by Capt. Hall. 

17. At home, writing. This eveg. the "Welcome^' came to off 
Corotoman. 

19. Wrote letters most all day. The ^^Welcome'^ lies at the 
mouth of the river, wind-bound. My wife went to see Mr. Chi- 
chester, who has been racked almost to death with a vomit. 

20. Writing to go by Cous. Eobt. Hening, who is going home 
to see his friends in Ireland in the ^^Woodford.^' 

21. Writing letters for Mr. Chichester & to the company. 

23. Finished all my letters & papers & delivered them to the 
Capt. & Eobt. Hening. It has been a busy time with me, with 
writing letters to my friends in Ireland & about Mr. Chichester's 
affairs & my own in England. 

25. Set off about 7 o'c. with my wife & Mr. Criswell for 
Northd. meeting, where we met Mr. Todd. As it was sacrament 
day in Fairfield Ch. we had very few at meeting. We had two 
excellent sermons. Then we went with Mr. Todd to Mr. Black- 
welFs where we met a very large company. 

26. Went to meeting to-day — a pretty large company of the 
common people & negroes, but very few gentlemen. The gentle- 
men that even incline to come are afraid of being laughed at. 
Mr. Minis (one of the Parsons) endeavors to make it a scanda- 
lous thing. 

27. Mr. Todd came. A large company of the neighbors at 
night. 

30. Went to meeting with a very large company from this 
house. Heard a fine discourse. A large company came home 
with us & Mr. Todd. 

June 1. This day the Lord's Supper was administered. Poor 
Dr. Watson, soon after he came into the meeting-house, was 



200 William and Mary College Quarterly. 

taken with a fit, that occasioned some disturbance, but he was 
blooded by Dr. Kobertson & soon recovered & went to the table. 
This has been a comfortable time, blessed be the Most High for 
such divine favors. 

2. Went about the plantation, found everything amiss almost; 
the things of this life much disquiet me, my people are so care- 
less. 

5. Tobo. seems to rise; much planted to-day. 

6. Capt. Williams from Norfolk came here with West India 
goods. 

7. Bought pork, coffee & sundry things from Capt. Williams. 
Capt. Laxham has brought in a large cargo, but offers very little 
for Tobacco. 

8. Sunday. At home with my family, for we have no place to 
go to, to hear instruction. The sermons we hear in Church have 
no tendency to lead us to Christ or vital religion. 

9. Went with my sister & children to Urbana, called on board 
Capt. Ganrith. I signed a bond with Capt. Eobertson of the 
^*^Carlisle/^ for £2000. (as he had no plantation certificate) before 
he could clear out his ship. 

11. Opening goods all day & sent two loads up to the C. H. 
Store. 

12. Sent our boat on board the ^^Johnson^^ with a cask of goods 
that came by mistake, & for the remainder of my goods & another 
cask that is not mine. 

15. Went with my wife to White Chapel Ch. where we heard 
a very indifferent discourse. Dined at Mr. Chichester's, who is 
much recovered, praise be to the Most High. 

16. Planting peas the second time, the pigeons had pulled 
them up. Eleven or twelve top-sail vessels arrived in this river. 

19. Capt, Bower from Whitehaven arrived with a large cargo 
consigned to me. Little news but what we had heard before, 
having had 12 weeks' passage. 

June 23. Opening goods all day, found them all right, but 
very high charged. 

25. This day Mr. Chichester's pain in his hip returned in a 
most violent manner. I sent immediately for Drs. Symor & 
Eobertson. Sent for Col. Tayloe & had him blooded. My wife 
gave him an opiate which eased him very much. Poor little 
Betty very unwell. How uncertain are our comforts in this life ! 
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Wherefore we sh^d endeavor to have our minds fixed on comforts 
that are above, which are certain & fade not away. The frailty 
of human nature is very great. What must become of us without 
a Saviour so well acquainted with our natures. Would we be 
always directed by Him, then would we find comfort indeed. 
The Lord be our Comforter in all distress. 

June 27. Mr. C. continues to recover, but Betty^s gums are 
very sore. 

30. Mr. Wormley & Mr. Hodges dined here. Mr. Downman 
brought papers relative to Mr. Chichester^s estate in England. 

July 6. The ground is as wet as I ever knew it at this season; 
scarce any plantation business can be done, but fencing. 

8. Letter from Mr, Taylor & a letter from my sister N"elly to 
him, giving an accou.nt of my sister Sally^s death about two 
years ago. 

11. Col. Tayloe, Mr. Brent & Miss Waddy here. 

13. Mr. Criswell & Jamey went to Church. 

15. Writing letters for Capt. ISFicholson, who is here waiting 
for them. 

19. Mr. Boyd here till after dinner — had much agreeable con- 
versation with him; made him a present of some books, which 
seemed very pleasing. 

24. Got to Mr. Chichester's about 3 o'cl. Nancy very dis- 
ordered with the jaw ache. 

30. Writing letters for Capt. Crossthwaite. Went to Edwards' 
Mill that Jno. Morris & I have bought for 10 pds. equally con- 
oerned. Began to plow for wheat. 

July 31. The people threshing. Writing for goods to London 
& Liverpool. 

Aug. 2. Went with my wife & Jamey to 'Mr. Chichester's ; he & 
ISTancy pretty well. Agreed on a place for the kitchen to 
stand. 

6. Went for Col, Tayloe to bleed my wife, who is not well. 

7. My wife went to visit Mr. Leland & his family — were kindly 
received — expressed great satisfaction at our coming, as there has 
been some differences between us for sometime. 

8. Making out acc't of goods to send for to London & Liver- 
pool. 

11. I have great reason to be thankful to God for his remark- 
able favour this year. May I be truly thankful. 
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13. Nancy Chichester here. Went down with her to the land- 
ing with my wife. Molly went home with her. 

16. We went on board to "Eichmond^^ alongside the ^^ John- 
son" & a Guinea Brig just arrived with 500 staves to Champ & 
Hunter. 

Aug. 17. Capt. Ganrith sent for my letters &c. but as it was 
Sunday, I would not finish them, so the young man went away 
without them. Promised to send them to-morrow. 

21. Got in all our apples to-day. Ploughing ground for 
turnips. Very busy time. 

24. My wife & Jamey went to Church and brought home Molly 
from Mr. Chichester^s. 

26. Mr. Criswell sick & Tenhouse Wilson. 

28. This day Barbee Davis was married to Miss Haynie. 

29. Mr. Criswell & Wilson both sick, & several of the little 
negroes. 

Sept. 1. Sent for Col. Tayloe to bleed Mr. C. & Mr. Wilson. 

2. Jamey Gordon not well. Very sickly time. 

3. Jamey took a vomit which worked him 16 times before 
my wife e^d stop it. He had an ague & a small fever 
after. 

5. Poor Jamey very sick, but in the eve'g. blessed be God, he 
recovered very much; but in the forepart of the day he had a 
severe vomiting. His mother gave him some Bateman^s Drops, 
which seemed to stop it. 

7. Finished Harvey^s Dialogues. A ship went up to-day. No 
company with us. Jamey very ill again. 

8. Sent our boat for Mrs. Miller. Went with my wife to the 
C. H. Store. 

Sept. 10. Between 11 & 12 last night my wife was delivered 
of a dead child — a girl, & I adore the Almighty God, she is as 
well as can be expected. Sent for Mr. Chichester & Nancy, but 
they were coming before Gustin got there. 

11. My wife continues to recover for which I return the Al- 
mighty thanks. 

15. Nancy here. Slowed very fresh. Mrs. Miller went in our 
boat over the river. They had a hard passage. The boat did 
not return till late in the night. 

16. Took a vomit to-day, but it did not work well. Very un- 
well. 
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17. Had a severe ague, which held me about three hours, then 
fever. Eested very ill. 

18. Took bitters all day. But little or no rest at night. 

20. Began to take the Bark, as my disorder is so severe. Took 
nine doses to-day, which I hope will prevent my disorder's re- 
turning. 

27. Writing letters all day for Capt. Bower — got all completed 
before night. 

28. Have had purging all day, which I hope will be of service 
to me. 

30. Several of the family sick. Jamey was taken after he 
came from school. 

October 2. Busy with Barbee all day getting my pocket-book 
posted & agreeing with him about keeping store for me another 
year. 

4. Went to John MitehelFs to help get his house moved. Got 
it very near the place, but the axle-tree broke several times. 

10. Mr. Criswell wrote me from school the agreeable news of 
the Eev. Mr. Davies's arrival in the Colony. He is gone to 
Hanover & Mr. Hunt came to Col. Selden's last night, so I hope 
we shall have the comfort of hearing him preach on Sunday in 
our meeting-house. Poor Jamey very ill — sent for Dr. Flood to 
see him. 

11. Mr. Hunt & Mr. Criswell came before dinner, but with the 
disagreeable news that Mr. Davies was not to return this way. 
Told as many of the neighbors as we could. 

12. Went to meeting with my wife, brother, Mr. C. & Nancy & 
Mr. Spann. Heard a fine discourse & well delivered, by Mr. 
Hunt. I think we must have him for our minister if we can, as 
I believe he will give general satisfaction. 

13. Sent for Dr. Watson to Mr. Chichester who is taken with 
a pain in his other side, & has given us great uneasiness. 

15. Jamey took a vomit. 

17. Pine weather, but very sickly times. Mr. Criswell very ill. 
Dr. Flood. 

18. Dr. Flood came before dinner to visit Jamey. 

19. Went with my wife to Northumberland meeting, where 
we heard Mr. Hunt deliver an excellent sermon on love. He 
proceeded on his way to Hanover, & has promised to endeavor to 
send Mr. Davies this way on his return to the Northward. 
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21. Molly Garlington & Agy Conway here. 

27. My wife had a tooth taken out yesterday, & her gums has 
bled almost ever since & could not be stopped till this night, she 
put a cobweb & spirits of turpentine to it. 

29. Abel came to let us know his master is much worse; his 
pain is returned in the old place. Jamey better, I believe, by 
taking bitters with bark, camomile flowers & snake-root. 

30. Went with my wife to see Mr. Chichester — found him 
better than the day before, so that I proposed his taking the 
vomit Dr. Watson had sent him. My wife thought in the morn- 
ing h^d be better, but ISTancy seemed desirous he sh^d take it 
then — so my wife gave it to him, but not above one-third of 
what the Dr. sent — ^which worked him so severely that he grew 
weak & faint & we were afraid it w^d kill him. Dr. W. came 
about an hour after he took it, and seemed as much frightened 
as any of us. Praise be to God, he is much recovered. Mr. 
Criswell very ill. 

N"ov. 2. Sunday. At home reading Marshall & Whitefield, 
two authors I much esteem. 

3. Had fifteen or sixteen negroes at work at the mill. 

4. Twenty seven hampers of bottles landed for me from Bris- 
tol. A Glasgow ship went up to-day. Mr. Isaac Smith from 
Phila. here. 

6. Jamey sick at school. 

7. Got in our corn. 

10. Jamey went to school to-day. 

12. Agreed with John Schon to be my overseer at Belfield^s. 

13. Went to see Thos. Carter who is very ill. 

14. Several of the negroes have colds. 

15. Sent Scipio with letters. 

16. A remarkable affair happened last night. Davy, a negro 
boy, was lying asleep in Mr. CriswelFs room. When Mr. C. came 
into the room, the boy got up & said he was struck by the sun 
down the chimney, & then ran out of the house into the woods ; 
several ran after him, but c'd not catch him. About 3 hours 
after he came home. This morning we had him blooded, when 
he fainted. Afterwards, he ran out of the kitchen into the 
chamber, & said he saw a great cat with stripes on her head. 
But he was soon made quiet. How many are the disorders the 
human body is exposed to ! Lord, preserve us in the midst of 
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so many dangers ! This morning in my cellar the boy found a 
hare. 

17. Our family in great disorder with sickness. 

25. Went with my wife to see Mr. Chichester; found him in a 
very low condition. 

November 27. Barbee Davis very ill with a high fever & cold. 

28. Found Mr. Chichester very low — ^much reduced since I saw 
him — am much afraid he will not recover. Sent for Dr. Flood. 

29. My brother has a relapse. 

December 3. Scipio came with a letter from my wife, giving 
an account of Mr. C^s amendment. 

7. Went to meeting & heard Mr. Caldwell preach. 

13. Found my wife much disordered when I got home. Cart- 
ing corn, & killed seven hogs. 

21. A very good sermon from Mr. Caldwell. 

24. Last night Mr. Spann came with the news of Henry 
ChurchilFs death of pleurisy. My wife went to the C. H. Store 
to get mourning for Col. ChurchilFs family. 

Christmas Day. Went to meeting, heard Mr. Caldwell, who 
gave us the best sermon ever heard in these parts. 

27. Went to meeting — heard Mr. Hunt at night. Mr. Caldwell 
preached — seventy or eighty of the negroes there. Blessed be my 
Crod & Lord Jesus Christ, these are comfortable times — tho^ I 
have had the tooth-ache & headache for three weeks near. 

28. Went with the company to the meeting-house, but it rained 
all day so that we had few there except those that had received 
tokens, and not all them. There were 44 communicants — may 
the Lord bless what was said to us ! I adore my blessed Lord 
Jesus, I never had more comfort at a sacrament. May the love 
of God be shed abroad in our hearts, that God may be glorified 
by our light shining before others ! 

29. I ordered Scipio with my chair & horses to wait on Mr. 
Caldwell to Bowler^s ferry, as his leg was sore. Mr. C. is a great 
orator. Blessed be God, we have had comfortable times. 

30. Went with David Hening to Wm. Dogett's — found him 
sober. I discoursed with him as well as I could about his pre- 
venting his wife & daughter from coming to the Lord^s supper 
after they had received tokens, & several other matters. He con- 
fessed his errors and promised amendment of life, which I pray 
God grant him grace to perform. 

{To he continued.) 
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